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as a hostile army appeared, the stentorian voices of
the scouts roused the whole male population in a
few hours, Each man seized his rifle and rushed to
the fray, ready to fight on his own account, without
regard to discipline or any preconceived plan of cam-
paign. Peter II. had, indeed, formed a corps of one
hundred bodyguards, or perianths, so called from the
" tuft of feathers," or pcrianica, which the}' wore on
their caps. His successor instituted a similar body of
veterans, and introduced the compulsory registration
of all those between the ages of eighteen and fifty.
Captains of hundreds and captains of tens were
selected, a standard-bearer was appointed for each
company, and the outline of the future force was
prepared. But there was as yet no attempt to form
a standing army ; that is not the least achievement of
the present Prince. Danilo's soldiers had no com-
pulsory drill, there was no instruction in tactics, no
barracks, no army regulations. The warriors were
simply told whom they ivere to follow when the
signal for war was given ; and, the conflict over, each
returned to his cottage. With the exception of
powder, the Government provided its soldiers with
nothing, and the few cannon which the country
possessed had been captured from the Turks.

Montenegro, to the surprise of both Russia and
Turkey, and the disgust of many of its own inhabi-
tants, took no official part in the Crimean War,
Austria strongly urged a policy of neutrality upon
the Prince, and Danilo, so far from deserving the
epithets which the English press heaped upon him,
did his utmost to restrain his subjects from attacking